Students,

Here's the notes on what's expected from you for the final project. As we discussed today, I will be here to advise you and help you find your database and to point you in the right direction. Please note the deadline of Oct. 21 for you to have selected a database and to have it in hand to begin analyzing.

I.
Final project (40 percent of final grade)

Analyze a database and write a 10 to 15-page story proposal. The goal of this project is to create a body of work that could be used by a news outlet for further reporting and, eventually, publication. Your work will not be used without your consent.

You may use a database from one of these sources:

•
One that you build on your own using paper documents.

•
One that you obtain from a government agency.

•
One that you download from the Internet from a government agency or academic source. Examples of the latter include the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (http://www.icpsr.umich.edu).

•
One that you can purchase from the NICAR Database Library http://www.ire.org/datalibrary/databases/index.html.

Your instructor must approve the database, and you must have it in hand by week 10, Oct. 21, of the semester to allow ample time for your analysis and data reporting.

Your proposal must begin with a story top that summarizes your findings. Do not write your findings as a research paper. The story top should include as much information as you discover during your analysis. The remainder of the memo must include the elements listed below. 

i.
Citations of the laws that govern the collection and use – not the dissemination – of your database. (Where applicable). This will help you understand why the government agency collects the data and how it uses the data. 

Possible sources for citations:

•
Findlaw http://www.findlaw.com, under For Legal Professionals tab

•
Lexis-Nexis http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe, under Legal Research section

•
Thomas http://thomas.loc.gov

•
U.S. Code http://uscode.house.gov

•
 The Web site of the agency keeping the records

If no law is available or applicable, provide background information about the agency or organization that collected the data. What does the agency/organization do? What is its purpose? How does the agency use the data?

ii.
Cite and summarize in your own words other research that may help your reporting. (At least seven resources). This may include tip sheets from the IRE Resource Center, news stories that used the data or deal with the same subject, how-to notes compiled by watchdog groups and social scientists or Web sites with useful information. Attach copies of all cited resources.

iii.
A list of any problems or limits you find with the data after scouring it with the skeptical eye of a journalist. Attach all documentation, such as record layouts and code sheets. If there is anything you do not understand about your data and cannot explain, list that too.

iv.
An audit trail of your queries. This means you must save all the queries that you use for your project and title them clearly in Access. Separately, write a brief description of what you were trying to discover and what your query revealed – what question were you asking the data and what answers did it give you?. Also, log the record count for each query result.

v.
A list of three possible experts, by name and title, to consult as you report your project. 

vi.
An outline of what is needed to complete the project: additional work, time and cost.

If you have any questions, let me know on Thursday, and we can discuss it at length.

Thanks,

Tom

